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have been that she worked very hard behind the scenes at the
nation's political problems, but this defence would not have
decreased her unpopularity, for many considered that her
political energies were largely directed to interfering with the
policies of her popularly elected ministers. Britain in 1870 was
nearer to having a republican movement than at any time before
or since. Joseph Chamberlain, the great Birmingham manu-
facturer, soon to be a leading figure in politics, was reported to
be a republican. Votes of allowances to the Queen's numerous
family were often contested in the House of Commons. For
different reasons the Prince of Wales, afterwards Edward VII,
aged twenty-nine in 1870, was also unpopular. He was regarded
as a man of disreputable habits and was hissed on Epsom race-
course after being involved in a divorce case.

But this phase of public opinion rapidly passed away. The
very serious illness of the Prince in 1871 called forth widespread
expressions of loyal sympathy, and when Disraeli became prime
minister in 1874 ^e succeeded, where Gladstone in spite of
excellent intentions had failed, in inducing the Queen to resume
by degrees her public duties. Henceforth the popularity of both
Queen and Prince steadily grew until it became something unique
in British history. The Queen came to be venerated as a living
embodiment of the sober virtues of the British people in an age
of unprecedented prosperity, and the Prince aroused affectionate
interest as a good sportsman, a 'good mixer" and, with his very
beautiful wife, Princess Alexandra of Denmark, as a leader of
smart society. Their home in London, Marlborough House,
became the centre of fashion as no royal residence had been
since the days of Charles II.

Westminster and Whitehall In parliamentary affairs 1867
witnessed the second of the five measures, spread over a hundred
years, by which the House of Commons was converted from a
'rotten borough' assembly into an assembly elected by the whole
adult male and female population of the country. The Reform
Bill of 1867 gave the vote to the upper ranks of the weekly wage-
earning classes in boroughs, i.e. the larger towns, but not in the
county constituencies which included the smaller towns and
the agricultural and mining districts. Here the franchise did not
extend below the shopkeeper class. Peel and Palmerston, the